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for the first time since I have been
here, they are going to use Social Secu-
rity surpluses for tax cuts.

There is no business in America that
would go to their pension fund, take
money out of the pension fund, and use
it for pay raises. So why does Congress
think that they can use Social Secu-
rity surpluses for tax cuts? This is a to-
tally unreasonable proposal.

I would like to make it very clear
that this is different than the 1997 tax
cut package. In 1997, we reduced spend-
ing and we reduced taxes. That is good.
But in 1998, we are about to reduce
taxes by utilizing Social Security sur-
pluses that belong put away for the
safety and security of Social Security
for our senior citizens, and that is
wrong.

I conclude this morning by asking
the Republican leadership to recon-
sider asking for a vote that is going to
put Members in this Chamber in a posi-
tion where they have to choose be-
tween protecting Social Security for
our seniors and cutting taxes for Amer-
ican people, both very good objectives.

f

SO-CALLED FEDERAL BUDGET
SURPLUS IS FUTURE SOCIAL SE-
CURITY TRUST FUND
(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, to follow
on the comments of the person preced-
ing me in the well, there will be much
fanfare this September about the loom-
ing budget surplus, no end of ideas on
how to spend these monies. That side
of the aisle is going to promote tax
cuts, with the exception of the gen-
tleman who spoke before me.

Let us get some facts: 73 percent of
the American people pay more in So-
cial Security taxes than income taxes.
We all pay this tax, knowing it goes to
support our parents, our grandparents,
the disabled, and, hopefully, ourselves,
when we retire. This year Social Secu-
rity will have a $90 billion surplus.

Guess what? The so-called Federal
budget surplus is the future Social Se-
curity trust fund. If we spend it today
on tax cuts, it will not be there tomor-
row for America’s retirees.

We better step back and think about
that before we jam this bill through in
an attempt to get reelected and be pop-
ular in an election year at the cost of
the future of Social Security.

f

THERE IS NO REAL SURPLUS TO
GIVE TAX CUTS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to follow up on what the previous
speaker said, not only my Republican
colleague from Wisconsin, but also my
Democratic colleague from Oregon.

Seniors understand, when we talk to
them and when we have town meetings,

that there is essentially no surplus;
that the so-called surplus that we talk
about is essentially what is owed to So-
cial Security, and that we have to pay
back a lot of money to the Social Secu-
rity trust fund over the next 5 or 10
years if we are to have enough benefits
to pay out to Social Security recipi-
ents.

That is why this Republican tax pro-
posal is really the wrong way to go.
What will happen, essentially, is that
we will, in fact, increase the debt and,
ultimately, may have to raise taxes in
order to provide the benefits that So-
cial Security recipients need.

So what I say is we spent a lot of
time last year on a bipartisan basis to
pass a Balanced Budget Act. We have a
balanced budget, but we still have this
problem that we have to pay back So-
cial Security. We do not have a sur-
plus. We do not have one to spend.

Let us not, in the few weeks we have
here in this Congress, waste our time
trying to kid the American people that
somehow we are going to give them tax
relief. It is not really there to spend.
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FEDERAL ROLE IN EDUCATION

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I oppose
the so-called Dollars to the Classroom
Act which would turn critically impor-
tant elementary and secondary edu-
cation programs into one giant block
grant.

Republicans want to eliminate 31
programs that work, including the Ei-
senhower professional development
grants, women’s educational equality,
school-to-work, and gifted and talented
education grants.

In the last Congress, Republicans
tried to eliminate the Department of
Education. Today they are trying to
kill any chance of Federal leadership
in education. Education is primarily a
State and local responsibility. But the
President and the Congress must pro-
vide national leadership on national
issues and no issue is more important
than improving education for our kids.
Instead of focusing on what works, re-
ducing class size, improving school fa-
cilities, raising standards and improv-
ing the training of our teachers, the
Republicans want to destroy critically
important programs. Do not let them
succeed. Oppose H.R. 3248.

f

SOCIAL SECURITY

(Ms. STABENOW asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, Social
Security is a 60-year success story that
all Americans should be proud of. Prior
to Social Security enactment, over 50
percent of our retirees were in poverty.

Today it is less than 10 percent. We
have an opportunity now to take the
next step to protect Social Security for
today, for tomorrow, for the future
generations to come. But we are in
jeopardy this week. We have heard
from my colleagues this morning about
efforts to take future Social Security
trust fund dollars and place them into
tax cuts. We last year all voted to-
gether, a majority of Republicans and
Democrats, to provide a $95 billion tax
cut within the context of a balanced
budget. I supported that. I want to
move forward and continue to do that.
But I will not vote for tax cuts that re-
move critical dollars from the future of
Social Security. That is irresponsible. I
call upon my colleagues to save Social
Security first before any effort is made
to proceed on tax cuts. The future of
Social Security is just too important
to all Americans.

f

90–10 TAX CUT PLAN

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, the chair-
man of the Committee on Ways and
Means the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARCHER) has just released a bold new
tax cut package for this Congress. It is
called the 90–10 tax cut plan. It will im-
prove the health of Social Security and
cut taxes.

First we will set aside 90 percent of
the surplus, to save Social Security, a
surplus that will total about $1.4 tril-
lion, and then we will use 10 percent of
the surplus to cut taxes now. It is im-
portant to emphasize that we must cut
taxes now. Already the liberals have
ideas how they want to spend your
money. Those who love big government
do not think that the middle class
ought to have tax relief. In fact they
are against the whole idea of tax cuts,
always and everywhere.

This tax package contains marriage
tax penalty relief, it makes health care
more affordable for many of those who
cannot get it today, and it gives hard-
hit farmers assistance at a difficult
time. We were told that we could not
balance the budget and cut taxes at the
same time, but we did, just as we will
save Social Security and cut taxes this
time.

f

SOCIAL SECURITY

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
answer my friend from Kansas if I
might for just a second.

Democrats believe America deserves
tax relief but the money should not
come from the Social Security trust
fund.

Now they are going to fool around
this week and try to create a separate
piece of legislation to bank this
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